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Hours of operation

Flyersinn
Oesk 24/7
Commercid 413-593-5421
DSN: 589-2700/base Ext. 2700

Chapd Center
Chaeplain available 24/7
Pager: 413-785-3195, Ext. 3031

FitnessCenter
Frlday 5:30am.-2am.

nd%588am 2am.

Bowling Center
Monday-Friday lunch and bowling,
11 am.-2:30 p.m.

Westover Consolidated Club
Breskfast: 6-8 am. until Thursday
lunch, 11 am.-1 p.m.
dinner, 5-8 p.m.

Westover DlnlngFaullty

$160forthose diem,
Midnight medls, 10:30 pm.-1am.
edluncrmprovlded24/7
$3.25 for midnight/box
for those on per diem
Ext. 2026/3523

Family Support Center
Monday-Fri 83.m-4[)J
SaurdaymdSundayofA TA,
9am.-3:30 p.m.
SaturdeyofBUTA 9am-330pm

Sunday of B

Satur

Office
Monday—Fric%/a%::BO am.-4:30 p.m.

Mm?g%éyd%”ges
ur am.-5p.m.
rxjay]lam -5pm. b

Mond%JSeturdaySam -7:30p.m.

9am-5pm.

Barber Shopg to BX)

uesday-Friday, 9am.-5p.m.
Saturday 8am.-5p.m.

closed Sundays & Mondays

Daily Base Shuttle
Every 15 minutes at
meal timesto the club, dini

Hangar Avenue, supply,
and bowling y

facility,

First Patriots home from war

BACK HOME - The first
four Patriot wing
members to return home
from Operation Iraqi
Freedom, celebrate on the
flight line last Friday. The

439th AES team included v il

Maj. Charles Kerr (left),
MSgt. Steven Savage
(center) and SrA. Rebecca
Hinch. Weary, but happy,
the aeromedical -
evacuation specialists
received awell-deserved
heroes’ welcome from
family and friends at the
Westover Passenger
Terminal.

--photo by MSgt. W.C.Pope

by SSgt. Andrew Biscoe

American flags, smiles mixed with
emotion and rdlief, welcomed the first four
Westover reservistswho returned from their
3&day tour of duty in Operation Iragi

Thefirgt of five aeromediica evacuation
liaison team (AELT) membersfrom the 439th
Aeromedica Evacuation Squadron arrived in
aC-5a Westover on May 2.

TheAES memberswho were aboard the
Dover AFB, Dd., C-5wereMg. CharlesR.
Kerr, Capt. Danid J. McCarthy, MSgt. Steven
P. Savage, and SYA. RebeccaE. Hinch. About

30 other Air Force personnd from NellisAFB,

Nev., were dso aboard the Galaxy.

Whilethe Ndlis memberswere dressed
in desert uniforms, it was easy to spot the
Westover reserviss who woretheir bettle
dressuniformsfor theflight.

Ker wasthefirst Westover member to
shake hands with Brig. Gen. Martin M.
Mazick, 439%th AW commander. Kerr, who

e

livesin southesstern Massachusetts, looked
forward to thefind leg of histrip home.

“Itfedsgreat,” Kar sad. “Wewere
away for only amonth and ahdf. But thet'sa
long time when everything was going on the
way it was.”

Kerr and the other three AES members
make up anAELT team. Theresarvigts
Supported Army and Marine medical airlift
operations duri n? thewar.

A group of flag-waving Westover
workers, ranging from USO volunteersto
civilian employees and reservids, gathered
outside the passenger termind to greet the
group. But they no sooner got out of the C-5
than to be welcomed by Brig. Gen. Martin M.
Marzick and other base leedership.

Also on hand to welcome homethe
resrvigswas Col. BdindaR. Morrone, AES
commander. “It' swonderful. I'mredlly happy
to seethem back.” Morrone said. “1've been
looking forward to getting them back here”

CCMSat. Jeffrey B. Sherwin, 439th

(continued on next page)



Return... (Cont. from page 1)

Airlift Wing command chief master sergeant,
joined Mazick and Morrone with the
welcoming party on theflight line. A former
AES member, Sherwinisthewing
commander’s senior enlisted advisor now. He
was pleased to see people return whom he
had trained for just such an event. Sherwin
wasNCOIC of anAESAELT during
Operation Desert Sorm in 1991.

“We venever had thismany AELT
teams deployed before— even during the first
Gulf War,” hesad. “We had two AELT
teams during thet war.”

Asof presstime, mission requirements
had not alowed the remaining four AELT
Lea’nsblt%/oomﬁ home. Ther&egplvistsﬁa(r)esiill

with evecuati ewl
bgirhj ured by unexpl ordinmcea‘ldmg}[/her
eventsfromthewar in Iraq,

Fitness Challenge, June 7

The Westover Fitness Center will hogt its
annua Fitness Chdlenge darting a 11:30
am. on Saturday, June 7.

Teams must be coed and pre-regidration
isrequired. The chdlengeincludesan
obstacle course, basic orienteering course,
running, biking and canoeing.

For more information, cdl the Fitness
Center at extension 3958,

Pat Stats

Served since Feb. 2, 2003
4,978 passengers --- 1,714 aircraft
17,742,622 pounds of cargo
Info from MSgt. Jim Garrity, 42APS

Meals
10,160 hot meals served
Box lunches: 4,641
Info from MSgt. David Beauregard, 439SVS

Fuel since Feb.1
10,088,847 gallons of JP-8
Info from Jim Maloney, Fuels

(EDITOR SNOTE: Secur!
using last names of deploying reservists))

guidelines prohibit

Contact us.
DSN:589-2020 - (413) 557-2020
www.afrc.af . mil/43%w
439patriot.editor@vwestover.af . mil

Thispublication is edited, prepared, and
provided by the 439th Airlift Wing Public Affairs
office. Cdl or email with comments, story idees,

or for additiona copies. Contents of PATRIOT
EXPRESS are not necessarily the officia views
of, or endorsed by the U.S. Government, the
Department of Defense, or the Department of the
Air Force PATRIOT EXPRESS will be
published twiceweekly.

New fire chief will expand cooperation

by STA. T.R. Oudlette

Dueto animpressiveresume and fresh
fromwinning two significant awards, an eight-
year veteran of Westover’ s Fire Department was
sdected asitsnew firechief.

Charlie Van Gorden was promoted to the
position officialy on April 20.

Prior to serving here, Van Gorden served in
thefire departmentsa GriffissAFB, N.Y. for
]gight yearsand MamstromAFB, Mont. for

our.

Herecently earned both the Air Force
Reserve Commeand's*“Best Civilian Fire Officer
of the Year” and Westover’s* Civilian Supervi-
sor of Quarter” (Firgt quarter-2003).

At 39,Van Gorden may be one of the
youngest fire chiefsserving in theAir Force
Resarve,

Contributing to hissdlection asfire chief,
Van Gordeniscurrently the only member of
Westover’s 62-member fire department to have
achieved the Department of Defense’shighest
levelsof certificationin every category inthe
fire prevention occupation.

“I"m happy to have been sdlected, but afire
chief doesn't makethe department. The

Springfield breakfast will
honor Service members

The City of Springfieldwill host whet is
billed astheworld'slargest pancake breskfast
on Main Street, featuring afree pancake
breskfast for anyonewith amilitary 1D card.

Col. Thomas Mauzaka, specid assstant to
the wing commander, will bean honorary co-
chair of the pancake bregkfast. The event helps
c;}alebrzietheSG?‘h birthday of thefounding of
theaity.

The pancake breskfast will be served from
8tollam.

Following the bregkfast, an Armed Forces
Day Ceebration will beheld at the Springfield
Armory, located on the campus of Springfield
Technical Community College, beginning at
11:30 am. The cdlebrationisfreeand opento
the public.

Express—ions

department makesthe manager. | canonly beas
good asthey are and we have avery knowledge-
able and experienced taff,” Van Gorden

sad. Thenew chief aready has set somegods
for the base' sfire department.

Hismain, long-term godl isto changethe
impresson that the department exigsonly to
fight fires. Hewould prefer his department be
known as"Westover’s Fireand Emergency
Services Department” because of the many non-
firerdaed problemsthey handle.

“If thereisaproblem, wewant to bethe
onesyou cal,” Van Gorden said. “We have
EMTson duty 24 hoursevery day, wearethe
only depatment intheloca areacertifiedin
technical roperescue (used for highangle/
confined spacerescues), and asof June 1, every
one of our fire department memberswill be
certified a thehighest level of hazardous
materid training,” hesaid.

Hisshort-term god isto expand the
tradition of cooperation with community fire

ments.

“Without ever hurting our mission needs
here, I d liketo strengthen our relaionshipswith
locd fire departmentsfor the benefit of our
community,” Van Gordensaid.

Bowling Center specials

Enjoying bowlingiseaser than ever a the
Westover Bowling Center, which offersa
variety of choicesfor bowlersfrom league play
to cosmic bowling and birthday parties.

Sgn-upsarebeing taken for aThursday
night mixed bowling league. On Monday nights
from 60 9 p.m. gamesare only $1 each
shoerentd is$1.

Cosmic bowling isfestured a the Bowling
Center gartinga7 pl.m. every Friday and
Saurday.

’ thgmthrough age 13 the center offers
abirt ing party specid sarting at
$7.50 per person. Included are two hours of
bowling, shoes, choice of med, party platesand
other condiments.

The Bowling Center’s snack bar isopen for
lunch from 11 am. to 2:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday

To learn more about entertainment at the
center, call Ext. 3990.
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